
April 20, 2016 

Dear Tampa Bay Presbytery East Region Commissioners: 

Wow, that’s a mouth full. The East Region of Tampa Bay Presbytery includes the PCUSA congregations in 

Polk County, and First Church in Dade City in Pasco County, and First Church in Plant City in Hillsborough 

County. All totaled we are 15 congregations. When the presbytery Transformation Team recommended 

dividing the presbytery, one its primary goals was to provide a closer forum within which teaching and 

ruling elders could better communicate, learn, and grow together. The hope was that by diminishing the 

geographical distances an atmosphere of spiritual togetherness and mutual concern would be 

enhanced. We are seeking to “live into” this new design and now meet twice a year in our regions and 

twice a year as a whole presbytery. Time will tell if we will continue this process, but for the moment 

that is who we are.  

I hope your congregation will be fully represented at the next meeting of the East Region which is 

scheduled for Thursday, April 28 beginning at 7:00 PM at the First Presbyterian Church of Auburndale, 

Florida. The church building is located on- are you ready for this- here goes- 410 Pilaklakaha Ave. No, 

seriously, I’m being honest. That’s the name of the street. I can’t pronounce it either. We plan to 

worship together, spend time looking at revisions to the presbytery bylaws as recommended by the 

Bylaws Committee, hear reports from COM, CCV, and CPM, and listen to a marvelous guest speaker who 

will enlighten us on what we might expect from this year’s General Assembly in Portland, OR. Hopefully 

we will conclude our business and be on our way shortly after 9 PM. 

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Jack Haberer, pastor of the Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church of Naples, 

Florida and former Editor of the Presbyterian Outlook Magazine. Jack is one of the most well-known 

people in the PCUSA and one of the most well connected and informed. You don’t want to miss this time 

with someone who is “in the know” about what’s brewing at GA. 

In Christ, 

The East Region Coordinating Team 

Mike Loudon, Peg Roy, Gene Huckabay, Zac McGowen, Ann Wortman, and Owen Carriker.  

 

  


