
East Region of the Tampa Bay Presbytery   
Florida Presbyterian Homes, Lakeland, FL 

Stated Meeting, March 9, 2017 
7-9:00 PM 

 
Regional Convener Rev. Mike Loudon called the meeting to order with prayer and a 
quorum was established. A warm welcome was offered by John Hehn, Executive 
Director of the Florida Presbyterian Homes. An inspiring time of worship was led by 
Rev. Zac McGowen, Rev. Barbara Booth-Jarmon, Rev. Peg Roy, and Scott Zeigler. 
 
Rev. Tim Sizemore extended a personal invitation to the March 12th building dedication 
and celebration of the Joint Congregational Witness formed by Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship Church of the Meadows and Westminster PC Lakeland that is now Beacon 
Hill Fellowship in Lakeland.  
 
Coach and Coordinator Patrice Hatley pointed out the ‘Presbyterian connection’ in the 
recently released film ‘Hidden Figures’, giving it 2 thumbs up. 
 
Stated Clerk Rev. Dave Baker encouraged hugging our Clerks of Session and 
commended them for completing the tedious task of compiling and submitting the 
annual statistical reports. 
 
Program Director Matt Schick gave a brief overview of the upcoming summer camping 
season that includes a traveling day camp available to local churches with very limited 
remaining openings. Matt also brought the 2017 CedarKirk Camp information packets, 
complete with world famous CedarKirk cookies!  
 
Beth-El update by Executive Director Rev. Kathy Dain: 500-700 families are served 
weekly by Beth-El’s food pantry; outreach now includes helping individuals to take the 
necessary steps to get out of poverty and find employment; searching for a bilingual 
evangelist to reach young adults under 30, the largest segment of Wimauma’s 
population, who have no place of worship and start a worship service for them. “Nuevo 
Camino” will prayerfully and in faith be launched on Pentecost Sunday this year. Beth-El 
is in need of $17,000 to send 40-50 youth to CedarKirk this summer. 
 
Motion made by Rev. Dick Huggins, seconded and approved unanimously: give the 
remaining $9500 of the 2016 Mission fund for the East Region to Beth-El for sending 
their youth to CedarKirk this summer. 
 
Rev. Kathy Dain also presented a brief overview of the bills and overtures that will be 
considered by the 223rd General Assembly in 2018, pointing us to additional resources 
available on the Presbytery website. 
 
Commission on Ministry update by chair Ann Wortman on the following churches: Dade 
City, engaged in search for Designated Pastor; Chapel in the Grove continues to mourn 
the loss of Rev. Brian Dill; Beacon Hill Fellowship celebration and building dedication 



this month; McLeod Memorial anticipates Rev. Dick Huggins’ retirement May 1st. Please 
pray for all of our churches. 
 
Commission of Preparation for Ministry update by Gene Hackabay: the new inquirer is 
Brain Morgan, Director of Student Life for FPC Lakeland. 
 
Commission on Church Vitality update by Rev. Zac McGowen: resources are available 
to churches for help with mission and ministry. 
 
Rev. Zac McGowen gave a brief history of the Belhar Confession and led a guided 
small group discussion of the Confession designed to encourage congregations to 
introduce this new addition to our Book of Confession and to generate ideas of how to 
use it.  
 
Various churches shared news of what is happening around the region that included 
new members, baptisms, confirmation classes, and mission funding that exceeded the 
goal that had been set!! 
 
Rev. Mike Loudon led prayer for our churches, especially North Lakeland as they 
continue meet in Lake Gibson Middle School for worship. The school recently lost 2 
staff members to domestic violence and reached out the North Lakeland join the team 
providing grief counseling.  
 
Next meeting of the entire Presbytery is 9:00am Thursday, May 18th, at St. Mark’s in 
Hudson. 
 
Motion was made by Rev. Brian Burton, seconded and approved unanimously for the 
next East Regional Presbytery meeting for Thursday, August 24, 10am-12noon at FPC 
Lake Alfred.  
 
Motion to adjourn with prayer made by Rev. Zac McGowen, seconded and approved 
unanimously. Rev. Mike Loudon adjourned the meeting with prayer at 9:00pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Peg Roy 
Recording Clerk for the East Region 
 
 
 
 


