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IT'S NOT TOO LATE!! Quick and Easy
Christmas Shopping AND For Great Reasons!

Are you looking for a meaningful last-minute gift for
someone special? Have you considered an Alternative Gift?
You can participate in the Presbytery Alternative Giving
program by stopping in at the Presbytery office between
9:00am and 4:00pm on Christmas Eve.

Here’'s how it works:

1) You select from a list of 16 mission opportunities, each
with a different minimum or suggested giving amount;

2) You write a check for the total of the gifts you want to
purchase;

3) You select an ornament and a card for each gift;

4) You give someone the ornament and the card, which
explains that a donation to that ministry has been made
in their name.

The options range from $10 to help pay for a student from
another country to stay at Cedarkirk’'s Christmas Interna-
tional House, to $370 for a year’s scholarship for a student
in Honduras.

There are six different styles of ornaments and several
card choices.

Super Saturday for Leadership
Saturday — February 2, 2008
(See web site for registration brochure)

This year's Super Saturday for Leadership is designed to
support churches in following the Great Commission to
"make disciples." That requires change, and change is
rarely easy and most often difficult.

Leading us will be Rev. Dr. Larry Peers, a consultant for
the Alban Institute who has master’s degrees in theology
and clinical psychology, and doctoral degrees in congrega-
tional studies and organizational change. Here is his des-
cription of what his presentation and workshops will cover.

Positive Purposeful Change

Sometimes in congregations, it feels like we have to build
the bridge as we are walking upon it!

In this conference, we will seek to step outside our ordi-
nary dance of activity in order to get a balcony perspective
on our congregation. We will step inside and step aside the
usual narratives of our congregation to get some clues and
directions for what to “honor” and how to “shape” the life
of our congregation.

Our focus is not change for change sake—but for positive
purposeful change, that allows us to own the creative task
of our Reformed tradition—the church that is always re-
forming itself in response to its ministry in the world and
its calling from God.

We will draw upon some of the insights of Diana Butler
Bass’ The Practicing Congregation. Imagining a New Old
Church as we explore the path from the established to the
“intentional congregation.” I will also share some of the
practical insights of my consulting work with congregations
in the processes of growth, change and on-going renewal.

And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the
hand of the potter; so he made it again into another
vessel, as it secemed good to the potter to make. Then the
word of the LORD came to me, saying. "O house of Israel,
can | not do with you as this potter?"” says the LORD.
"Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My
hand, O house of Israel! -Jeremiah 18

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come. The old has gone, the new is here!” -2 Corinthians
5:17
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Let Us Tell You About Leslee Kirkconnell...

Before we began the search for a new Resource Center
Director, there was some concern. We didn’t expect to find
another Martha Huntley, but we were also determined to
find the best qualified person possible for this “new”
position.

Martha did an outstanding job in a four-days-a-week
position. Now however, thanks to the financial support of
churches like yours, we have a full-time position and
changed it to be “Resource Center Director AND Educator.”
That extra day will allow the Director to be more proactive
in going out to the churches and thus be better aware of
their needs.

The question was, would be able to find someone with a
balance of Director-skills and yet the heart and experience
of a church educator? After much prayer and many
interviews, we can say the answer is a resounding “Yes!”
Here's an example of why we say that with such confi-
dence. The Executive Presbyter and Associate Executive of
Greater Atlanta both highly recommend Leslee, as did the
Resource Center Director. But the best recommendation
came from a pastor who worked with Leslee for more than
five years when she served the First Presbyterian Church
of Gainesville.

The job description was read to him and then he was
asked, “How do you think she would be in this position?”
After a brief pause he laughed and said, “Perfect is not too
strong a word!”

The best way for you to see for yourself, though, is to
come by and visit with Leslee Kirkconnell or invite her to
meet with your church education committee. She has a
wealth of experience in a number of areas, including but
not limited to: Children’s ministries, curriculum-building,
defining program needs, ecumenical/interfaith activities,
involvement in mission beyond the local church, spiritual
development, training volunteers and, of course, teaching.
We are blessed to have her on our staff.

Educators — Meet Leslee!!
January 17, Noon
Presbytery Office

Free Lunch
RSVP: 813-868-4800

Visit our
Resource Center!

Monday-Friday,
9am-4pm

RESOURCEful 1deas!

Greetings! | am excited and honored to be your Resource
Librarian and Educator for the Presbytery! | look forward
to getting to know more about you and what you want and
need in our resource center. Discovering the richness of
our Resource Center is a central focus, and | look forward
to your calls and emails for help. Each month | will
highlight new resources for your consideration - both print
and web-based. | am in the office Monday-Friday from
8:30-4:30 and can be reached by phone at 813-868-4800
or via email at tampaprc@pbty.com.

I hope all who are involved in education can join me and
Mary McKey on January 17 at noon at the Presbytery
office. You are our guest for lunch, and it will be an
excellent opportunity for me to meet you personally as well
as think about future plans. Stay tuned for more details,
but all educators, paid and volunteer, are welcome to
come!

The annual meeting of the Association of Presbyterian
Church Educators is mid-February this year. If you are
planning to attend in San Diego, please let me or Mary
McKey know. We will plan to gather for food and fellowship
one evening!

New In the Resource Center: The Fall edition of
Christian History & Biography is available. This issue
centers around Gnosticism and the early Church. This
would be an interesting study for adults who might want to
know more about Gnosticism, why we have ‘only’ four
gospels and how Gnostic ideas still bubble up today, even
in Christian churches.

Also available is Speaking of Faith, by Krista Tippett, whom
many listen to on NPR's Speaking of Faith program.
Drawing on her experience as a diplomat and graduate of
Yale Divinity School, Krista offers a new way to speak
about faith that diffuses the usual minefields.

The DVD, Amazing Grace, is also new to our center. This
2006 production is based on the true story of William
Wilberforce and his courageous quest to end the British
slave trade. He receives support from his minister, John
Newton, himself a former slave ship captain, who also
wrote the words to our cherished hymn, “Amazing Grace.”

A great web-site for youth and young adults is www.D365.
org. Each day there is a new devotional based on a weekly
theme and the Revised Common Lectionary. During
Advent, this site becomes “Following The Star”and during
Lent “Journey to Jerusalem.” Each day’s devotion includes
scripture, prayer, meditation and music. While designed
for youth and young adults, all who visit will be enriched!

N NV NN
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New Presbytery Office/Finance
Manager Is Truly A “Find”’!

After 24 plus years of service, Rosanna Balzano is retiring
as our Office/Finance Manager. When we began to spread
word of looking for her replacement, we weren't sure how
many people would want to take on the double respon-
sibilities of managing presbytery finances AND day-to-day
operations.

The answer was “a lot!” We had more than 60 people
apply for the position and interviewed almost a dozen. And
while there were a number of very qualified candidates —
many from churches in our presbytery — one person clearly
rose to the top of the list. In fact, after the interview with
Cheryl, one person taking part said (only half joking) “Stop
the interviews now and hire her immediately before she
leaves the building!”

Her name is Cheryl Valdebenito, and she is already training
with Rosanna. She brings a varied church experience as
well as business world know-how, and is a committed
Presbyterian, with her membership at Maximo Presbyterian
Church in St. Petersburg.

Cheryl is a certified business administrator, and has
worked in both a PC (USA) and a United Methodist church.
In our next issue we will tell you more about her qualifica-
tions, but for now, here are some words from Cheryl:

“It was a blessing to receive the offer to
work with these committed Staff members
and serve the wider body of the Presbytery
members throughout the Tampa Bay area.
My hope is that | can bring a combination of
work and life experience that will enhance
the on-going mission endeavor here. I'm
happy to be part of your team, and look
forward to meeting many of you over the
years to come.”
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PLEASE NOTE...IMPORTANT DEADLINE

As we approach the end of our 2007 fiscal year, we need
your help. The Presbytery of Tampa Bay will close our
books on Thursday, January 10, 2008 in order to meet the
General Assembly and Synod of South Atlantic year-end
closing deadlines. We must RECEIVE your remittances no
later than January 10. We hope that this will give you more
than adequate time following the last Sunday of the year
to make your final remittances.

Call Cheryl in the presbytery office with any questions.

Please be sure all mail is_sent
to our Tampa address!

2008 Mission Yearbooks for Children

A limited number of the Mission Yearbook for Children are
available through the Office of the Presbytery of Tampa
Bay ($6 each). Contact Mitch Webb (mwebb@pbty.com or
813-868-4800,.)

(Sorry, adult Mission Yearbooks are not available
through us at this time. Call Presbyterian
Distribution Service at 800-524-2612.)

N NV NV N

Recent Pastoral Changes
(Committee on Ministry Action Items)

WELCOME...

...to Rev. Alan Chaves, who will begin his new ministry as
Interim Pastor of First PC in Crystal River on January 2,
2008. Alan comes to us from Monmouth Presbytery.

..to Rev. Phillip Webb, an honorably retired PC(USA)
pastor who requested transfer from Tres Rios Presbytery.
Rev. Webb lives in St. Petersburg.

..to Rev. John Wintringham, who will begin his new
ministry as Pastor of Bloomingdale PC in Brandon on
February 1. Rev. Wintringham comes to us from Tropical
Florida Presbytery.

D1SSOLVED RELATIONSHIPS...

...dissolved pastoral relationship between Rev. Donald
Lawson and the First PC in Brooksville effective December
31.

...dissolved Parish Associate relationship between Rev.
William Whitledge and St. Marks PC in Hudson.

CONGRATULATIONS...

..to David Koehler, a candidate under care of this
presbytery, who will be ordained on January 20, 2008 at
3:00pm at Seven Springs PC in New Port Richey. He has
accepted a call as Co-Pastor of Beechwoods and Sugar Hill
Presbyterian Churches of Falls Creek, Pennsylvania.

N NV NV N
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From Our Justice & Peacemaking Committee

DAVE MOORE at CHURCH WOMEN UNITED. Dave,
Director of Beth-el Farmworker Ministry in Wimauma,
presented an informative slide show/power point program
at First Presbyterian Church in St. Petersburg on December
7" — for the Farm Worker INGATHERING of clothing,
bedding, toys, and other items by Church Women United.

Dave effectively explained how this ministry “helps farm-
workers achieve self-sufficiency through its open opportu-
nities to worship, its extensive educational programs, and
the many services it provides to meet basic needs.” And he
left with a large trailer packed full of what the women had
brought from their churches.

If you need such a justice-related program for your church
sometime, contact Dave Moore at dave@beth-el.info or
(813) 633-1548.

ALSO: Every church in the Presbytery has received (from
our committee) a free, 8-minute DVD entitled “Take These
Hands,” which would serve as an excellent companion-
piece before or after you invite Dave to your church for a
presentation. Or it can be used alone as an educational
and devotional resource about farmworkers & immigration.

! "t

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
709 W. Linebaugh Avenue
Tampa, FL 33612
813-932-6149

Call church office by February 22 for childcare.

EE I S

Mark your calendar now...

Other 2008 Presbytery Dates:

May 29 at Grace PC, Spring Hill (note new
date!)

September 25 at First PC, Brandon
December 4 at St. Andrews PC, Dunedin

QUOTE: Truly I tell you, just as you did “it” [gave food,
water, hospitality, clothing, healthcare, friendship in prison] to
one of the least of these who are members of my
world family, you did it to me.” Jesus, Matthew 25:40.

LEST WE FORGET ..... to pray for Peace:

It is estimated that 37 Americans and 560 Iragi security
forces and civilians died in November. The church bell at
Good Samaritan Church (Pinellas Park) rang 37 times on
12/9.
Total U.S. casualties since Iraqi War began — 3,886.
Total U.S. wounded — 28,582.

QUOTE:

Reminder:
The presbytery office will be
closed on December 25
and January 1.

Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year!

We are also closed on January 21 in
observance of Martin Luther King Day.

For further information about any of the following, send
an email to peace@pbty.com :

*Fair Exchange Products (coffee, tea, chocolate).
*Materials for “Commitment to Peacemaking”.
*Peace Advocates’ Program.

*Peace Poles (for churches or homes).

PEACEMAKING OFFERINGS:

Please ask your church treasurer to forward your
offerings received this year to the Presbytery
Office before December 31. Thank you!

For further information on our Justice & Peacemaking
Committee, send an email to peace@pbty.com.

. .

May you experience Christ anew this
Christmas, and may the year ahead
be filled with His blessings.

Merry Christmas to all from the staff
of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay.

$% $ $ $ " $
$1 $& '$(C' $
$) $ $& ™9
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Presbytery Committees

PLEASE NOTE: Chairpersons listed here are from 2007.
These will change at first meetings of these committees.

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry, Inc.
Contact Dave Moore, Executive Dir., dave@beth-el.info

Bills & Overtures
Chair: James Welch, JamesSWelchJr@verizon.net

Camps & Conferences
Contact Mark Orendorf or John Reiter,
Acting Co-Directors at Cedarkirk,
mark@cedarkirk.com or john@cedarkirk.com

Committee on Ministry
Chair: Ken Gruebel, stmarksken@verizon.net

Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Chair: Ron Simpson, ron@ronsimpson.com

Council
Chair: Jean Cooley, revsbjcooley@earthlink.net

Education
Chair: Tim Black, tim@fpcbrandon.org

Evangelism & Church Development
Chair: Geoff Kohler, geoff@palmaceia.org

Investigating Committee
Contact Norm Hatter, clerk@pbty.com

Mission Outreach & Funding
Chair: Dave Moore, dave@beth-el.info

Nominating
Chair: Carol Cagwin, ccagwin@knology.net

Permanent Judicial Commission
Chair: Alan Pickering, kj9n@juno.com

Personnel
Chair: Dick Bleikamp, bleikamp@mindspring.com

Professional Support
Chair: Kevin Morris, ministerfirstpres@embargmail.com

Representation
Chair: Pete Judd, pjudd@tampabay.rr.com

Response Coordination
Contact Gerry Tyer, gtyer@pbty.com

Stewardship
Chair: Sue Moore, jadeandsue@yahoo.com

Trustees
President: Gordon Bowles, gbowles630@aol.com

This newsletter is available for
viewing anytime at
www.presbyteryoftampabay.com
(follow link to “News Updates”).

The Presbytery of Tampa Bay
4704 Kelly Road
Tampa, FL 33615
Phone: (813) 868-4800; (800) 733-7889
www.presbyteryoftampabay.com

Executive Preshbyter
Gerry Tyer, gtyer@pbty.com

Associate Exec. for Mission

Susan Snedeker-Meier, ssmeier@pbty.com

Associate Exec for Nurture
Mary McKey, mmckey@pbty.com

Stated Clerk
Norm Hatter, clerk@pbty.com

Office/Financial Manager
Rosanna Balzano, rbalzano@pbty.com
Cheryl Valdebenito, Cheryl@pbty.com

Resource Center Librarian
Leslee Kirkconnell
tampaprc@pbty.com

Administrative Assistants
Karen Porter, kporter@pbty.com
Mitch Webb, mwebb@pbty.com

Assistant Librarian/Receptionist
Carol Walker, cwalker@pbty.com

Periodically the Nominating Committee is looking for
folks to fill positions on our committees. If you're
Interested in serving on any of the above committees,
please contact Mary McKey, Associate Executive for
Nurture, at 813-868-4800, mmckey@pbty.com.

If you'd like to be removed from this
newsletter list, please send an email
with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line to

kporter@pbty.com.




