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UPCOMING PRESBYTERY EVENTS 

Older Adult Cruise 
Monday – March 31, 2008 

Board at 11:30am, Cruise Noon-3:00pm 
 
Join other older adults for this 
popular annual event – a delight-
ful cruise of Tampa Bay aboard 
the StarLight Majesty. Sponsored 
by the Older Adult Ministry Team 
of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay, you’re sure to enjoy this 
time spent with other older adults, a fabulous lunch with a 
choice of six entrees prepared fresh on board the ship and 
served to your table, and toe-tapping music for listening or 
dancing. All of this for just $30person!! (Note: Next year 
we’re going to have to increase our price for this event.) 
 
Registration deadline is now March 19, but register early… 
space is limited and this fills quickly. A flyer is on our 
website and has been sent to churches. Please have one 
contact person from each church and send in your 
registrations as a group. Thank you! 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Senior High Retreat 

“Are You More than a Label?” 
April 4 (evening) through April 6 (noon) 

Holiday Inn – Cocoa Beach 
For: All Senior High School Youth Groups 

Keynote Speakers: Bret Cheek (Seminary Student) 
and Trevor Johnson (FSU Chaplain) 

 
This inspirational (but also fun) weekend will tackle the 
challenge for senior high school youth of not “just saying” 
you are a Christian, but how to live out that faith.  Activi-
ties will include games, swimming, videos, small group 
discussions, music, worship, eating (of course)…and more. 
Cost: $105/person (includes hotel and food). 
 
Registration packets will be mailed to churches next week 
and also available on the Events/Seminars/Workshops page 
of the Presbytery’s website. Questions can be addressed to 
Mary McKey in the Presbytery office (mmckey@pbty.com 
or 813-868-4800). 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Upcoming Presbytery Meetings 

SaturdaSaturdaSaturdaSaturdayyyy    ••••    March 1, 2008March 1, 2008March 1, 2008March 1, 2008    

9:00 a.m. (8:30 a.m. Registration)9:00 a.m. (8:30 a.m. Registration)9:00 a.m. (8:30 a.m. Registration)9:00 a.m. (8:30 a.m. Registration)    

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church  
709 W. Linebaugh Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33612 
813-932-6149 

“Ways to Grow a Church”  
Keynote Speakers: 

Rev. Bryan Mickle, North Lakeland PC 
Rev. John Fullerton, St. Andrews PC, Dunedin 

Preaching: 
Rev. Yong Il Kim, Pastor,  Korean PC, Tampa 

 
These pastors are from three of the churches in our pres-
bytery that have experienced significant growth. Come 
hear what’s worked for them and get ideas for your own 
church. 
 
This focus on growth is part of our Presbytery’s new initia-
tive to “Reach New Disciples for Christ.” By now every 
church should have received a DVD explaining this pro-
gram and inviting their participation. If yours has not 
received one – or you’re having technical problems with 
the one you have – please contact Karen Porter in the 
Presbytery office by calling 813-868-4800 or e-mailing her 
at kporter@pbty.com. 
 
In addition to the keynote presentations, there will be 
three breakout groups covering the following 
topics: 

1) Question/Answer time with keynote speakers. 
2) Information session from Presbyterian Women on 

ways to meet the needs of women of all ages. 
3) An Education Committee “menu” of new informa-

tion from this month’s meeting of APCE (Associa-
tion of Presbyterian Church Educators),  and new 
educational support/resources available through 
our presbytery. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 

DEADLINE for information 
for this publication is the 
second Monday of each 
month (send information to 
kporter@pbty.com).  
Deadline for next issue: 

Monday, March 10. 
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 Conference to Help Small Congregations 
 
The 21st Annual Conference of the Association of Smaller 
Congregations (ASC) will be held at St. Simon’s Island, GA. 
It will begin with registration from 2-4pm on Monday, May 
5, 2008 and end with lunch at noon on May 7.  
 
The theme this year is “Together We Can Do It!”. The 
conference will focus on smaller congregations learning 
more about collaborative ministry. 
 
Besides being a wonderful learning experience, this con-
ference will provide opportunities for fellowship, worship, 
networking, education, and spiritual refreshment. 
 
ASC is a Synod-wide organization that has been meeting at 
Epworth-by-the-Sea on St. Simon’s Island for several 
years. Alex Stevens, Interim Pastor at the Presbyterian 
Church in Seffner, is Vice President of this organization.  
For conference brochure/registration form and further 
information, go to www.synodofsouthatlantic.org/asc.html. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Montreat Conference on “Unbinding” Chuches 
 
“The Church Unbound” will be held at Montreat Conference 
Center, July 1-5, 2008. You’re invited to come together 
with Christians across boundaries of age, generation, 
culture, race, theology, and other barriers to envision a 
Church Unbound: relationship-building, provocative speak-
ers, energized worship, theology on tap, plus an old-
fashioned Fourth of July celebration in the mountains.  
 
For lay leaders, clergy, commissioned lay pastors, seminary 
students, and all who wish to take part in fashioning a new 
vision for the church. Details: www.montreat.org/current.  
 
In addition to this conference, Montreat (nestled in the 
beautiful mountains of North Carolina!) offers year-round 
events for all aspects of church life and growth. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

New Website on Living Longer/Feeling Better 
 
The Office of National Health Ministries has launched a 
new website designed for boomers and elders called Living 
Longer – Feeling Better. You can view it at www.pcusa/ 
healthyliving.  
 
Featured on this site are health and wellness resources to 
assist older adults in achieving and maintaining good 
health. It also examines vital roles congregations can play 
in helping aging members stay fit by keeping them in-
volved in the church and its activities. 
 
National Health Ministries provides resources, health-
awareness information and training to individual Presby-
terians, congregations and governing bodies in health-
related ministries. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

New PRESBYTERY Resource 

“How to Reach Unchurched People 
In Your Community” 

Led by Charles Arn, President 
Church Growth, Inc. 

April 19, 2008 

9:00am-4:00pm 
(registration at 8:00am) 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
5338 Primrose Lake Circle 

New Tampa 
Sponsored by Evangelism & Church Development Committee 

 
Looking for assistance in helping your church grow? Do 
you desire to fulfill the Great Commission to “make 
disciples of all nations…”? Do you want to involve more 
members in your outreach efforts? This Seminar will help 
in these areas and so much more. Recommended for 
senior pastors, church staff and lay leaders with evan-
gelism responsibilities, and any member with a desire to 
reach out to their community. 
 
Dr. Charles Arn is a widely-respected authority on church 
health and growth. He has researched effective churches 
for many years and designed this seminar to incorporate 
the latest understandings of how to reach people in the 
21st century. 
 
Cost is $30/person if registered by April 11, $40 per person 
after that date and for walk-ins (if space permits). Price 
includes seminar, participant workbook continental break-
fast and lunch. Pre-registered childcare (registered by 
April 11) is available for $10/child.  
 
For additional information and registration form, go to 
www.presbyteryoftampabay.com/eventsseminarsworkshops.htm. 
Mostly, plan now to attend…this is one of those events that 
you won’t want to miss! 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Help For YOUR Journey of Faith 
 
Peace Memorial PC in Clearwater is holding a lecture on 
Wednesday, March 5, at 7:00pm at the church. “Journey of 
Faith” with Rev. Dr. Dent Davis (Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, GA). Dr. Davis will explore how to 
faithfully navigate our way through the complex, rapidly-
changing world of the 21st Century as individuals, as fami-
lies, and as a congregation. The story of Emmaus in Luke 
24 is the scriptural story that will be used to learn about 
living faithfully in the midst of today’s challenges. 
 
To reserve your place at this lecture, please call the church 
office at 727-446-3001. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    
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RESOURCEful Ideas For Congregations! 
 
It is time to plan Vacation Bible School! There are good 
resources available for you to review with your planning 
team. The Resource Center has the PC(USA) Rainforest 
Adventure: A Tree Top Bible Blast available. Bible 
stories include Boaz Shares with Ruth (Ruth 2:1-17); Elisha 
Gives Food to 100 People (2 Kings 4:42-44); the Parable of 
the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-32); Jesus the Vine (John 
15:1-5; 7-17); and Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10). 
There is a special science segment in addition to music, 
storytelling, crafts and games. Great suggestions abound 
for adapting to programs of different sizes or times of the 
day. Children’s mission offerings will benefit Living Waters 
for the World, which helps train teams of people to bring 
safe drinking water to people who desperately need it.  
 
Cokesbury has several options as well – Friendship Trek 
(Concordia), focusing on five friend-filled stories of Jesus; 
Beach Party: Surfin’ Through the Scriptures, with 
great lesser-used stories from the Old and New Testament; 
Walk It Out: Together in the Way of Jesus is a multi-
cultural resource that highlights children and their 
contribution to liberation movements.  
 
Group offers Power Lab which is a science-themed VBS 
that points kids toward Bible truths. Jerusalem Market-
place is another option that allows children to experience 
daily life in the time of Jesus. (A similar option available 
from the Resource Center is Marketplace 29AD that also 
provides a week of ‘living like Jesus’ and enabling children 
to experience the Bible stories first-hand.) Group also 
offers Rancho Avalancha a bi-lingual kit great for 
Spanish-speaking congregations or mission trips.  
 
Your Resource Center also has several complete kits from 
previous years that may be checked out for use. Help is 
available for committees and planning teams; just contact 
Leslee Kirkconnell at 813-868-4800. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

The next Educator’s gathering will be Thursday March 13, 
10:30am to noon at the Presbytery office. We encourage 
you to stay longer to fellowship with the other educators 
during lunch (bring your lunch, drinks provided) and hear 
all the great ideas gleaned from those who were able to 
attend the APCE (Association of Presbyterian Church 
Educators) annual meeting in San Diego. This is a time to 
refresh, connect and refuel for our journey!  

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Coming soon from Christianity Today: Rediscovering the 
Book (www.christianitytoday.com/special/rediscoveringthe 
book). This website, set to be on-line in March, will provide 
a place to explore new resources related to Bible study. 
Everything from new translations, educational programs, 
reference works and more will be available for review/use.  

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

More RESOURCEful Ideas! 
 

New New New! 
 
Under Construction Vacation Bible School from Smyth & 
Helwys publishers. Under Construction is designed to teach 
children the Bible while teaching them about community 
involvement through Habitat for Humanity. Mission involve-
ment focuses on Habitat and the children are helped to see 
that they can make a difference, even if they are too 
young to work on houses. There is also a music CD. This is 
a permanent curriculum available for review and use by 
churches. 
 
The Theology of the Hammer by Millard Fuller, the 
founder of Habitat for Humanity. Joining faith and love to 
meaningful action is important for all people of faith. 
Building homes for those in need has become a strong 
symbol of faith and love in action. 
 
Listening to Scripture is a new 8-session study from 
Kerygma. This study gives students 6 key strategies for 
studying the Scriptures that will enhance their study and 
deepen their faith. This would be an excellent first study 
for individuals new to Bible study or those who wish to 
sharpen their skills.  

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Visit our 

    Resource Center! 

       Monday-Friday 

           9am-4pm 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

DVD Problems? 
 
The Reach Initiative introductory DVDs were sent to 
churches in February. Unfortunately, it’s been discovered 
that some of the DVDs do not work properly. Please check 
your DVD prior to using it for an event and email Karen at 
the presbytery office (kporter@pbty.com) if you are 
experiencing problems with your Reach Initiative DVD. 
Replacement DVDs are on order. 
 
This program is designed to support congregations as they 
reach out to new disciples for Jesus Christ. This will help us 
all better fulfill what Christ said, “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” –Matthew 
28:19 

 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    
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In and Around Our Churches 
Congratulations to Westminster PC in Lakeland who was 
selected by Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian 
School of Christian Education (Union-PSCE) to receive the 
Elinor Curry Award for Outreach and Social Concern and an 
award of $1,000. The award was given in appreciation of 
Westminster’s service to immigrant families through “Fami-
lies Learning Better English,” used to teach English to a 
rapidly-growing Hispanic population in Lakeland. This is a 
critical need for parents and children to succeed at work, 
school and home. What a great outreach program! 

Mission Trip for Kids and Their Families: First PC in 
Inverness is sponsoring a mission trip to North Carolina for 
families. The group will be doing basic home repairs for 
those in need. In order to go on the trip, students must 
take part in one of their church’s local mission projects plus 
a Saturday “congregational clean-up day” for members of 
the church who need assistance. The goal is “to provide a 
trip environment for youth and families to become closer 
as a family for the purpose of making a difference in our 
world – both locally and in North Carolina.”  

Month-Long Celebration of 50th Anniversary: Hope 
PC in Winter Haven is holding special events in celebration 
of their 50th anniversary beginning on March 30. On that 
day there will be a concert of sacred music by faculty 
members of the University of Tampa at their 10:30am 
service. During April there will also be a 1958 evening of 
food/dress/music/entertainment, the Chancel Choir will 
premiere a work commissioned in honor of this special 
anniversary, and two DOVE Gospel Award-winning singers 
will perform in concert. For details, go to their website, 
www.hopepreswh.org, or call 863-324-6382. 

Congratulations to North Lakeland PC on their 15th 
Anniversary. On January 27 a special worship service and 
picnic was held to commemorate the date when this 
congregation first met in a funeral home as a New Church 
Development of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay. 

Another congregation celebrates their 50th Anniver-
sary… Congratulations to St. Andrews PC in Dunedin who 
will hold special celebrations from February 29 through 
March 2. Included will be a golf tournament and dinner, an 
afternoon tea for ladies, an organ concert, a day with blue-
plate special dinner/50’s dance/drive-in movie, and a 
special worship service followed by a celebration luncheon 
with slide show and softball game. 

And yet another 50th Anniversary Celebration! Christ 
PC in Largo, the first Church in the Round in Florida, has 
been holding a year-long celebration of their 50th anniver-
sary which will culminate on March 2, 2008. A joyous 
worship celebration will include a message by Rev. Gerry 
Tyer, Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of Tampa Bay. 
The service will be followed by a luncheon. All present, 
past and future members and friends are invited to attend 
this special service at 10:30am. 

~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~    

Another Church Celebration 
 
Bethel PC in Clearwater celebrated their 122nd anniversary 
on February 10 while also celebrating the replacement of 
the roof and some major reconstruction of their fellowship 
hall. Rev. Jack Alwood, Pastor of the church, also cele-
brated his 30th year of ordination this past year. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

New Growth Taken LITERALLY! 
 
Hopefully by now you’ve heard about the new REACH 
Initiative with a focus on church growth. Well, it seems 
some within the presbytery are taking that quite literally. 
Four youth ministers of our churches have made a 
personal commitment by becoming expectant parents! 
They are: Joy and Carey Laughridge (Joy is Associate Pas-
tor at Forest Hills PC in Tampa), Dustin and Caitlin Sedlak 
(Dustin is the Associate Pastor at First PC in Inverness), 
Jeff and Dixie Davis (Jeff is Youth Pastor at PC in the 
Highlands in Lakeland), and Ryan and Emma Roberts 
(Ryan is Youth Director at Trinity PC in Clearwater). 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

And Congratulations to Some Students 
 
Congratulations to Steven Hogg and Kevin McClelland, 
both of First Presbyterian Church in Brandon, who were 
nominated by their congregation for the 2007-2008 
Outstanding Church Youth Leader Award. This Award 
brings with it an annual scholarship of $500 for the time 
each student is enrolled at Presbyterian College (PC) in 
Clinton, SC, but its meaning goes way beyond that. The 
young people receiving this honor are already living out 
the motto of PC “while we live we serve” in all they 
contribute in church and community. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

PC(USA) Missionaries to Speak 
 
St. Andrew PC in Sun City Center is hosting Art and Sue 
Kinsler, PC(USA) Mission co-workers in Korea, on Sunday 
morning, April 13. Art will preach, and Sue will speak on 
“God’s Mission to North Korea.”  
 
Since their presentations will conclude at St. 
Andrew in the early afternoon, they are available 
and willing to speak at another church within the 
Presbytery of Tampa Bay in the late afternoon or 
evening on April 13. If interested, contact William 
McLeish, sbmcleish@verizon.net or 813-634-4936. 
 
Art’s involvement with evangelism in Korea has included 
church planting in rural Korea, industrial mission in new 
factory cities, Christian outreach through the Bible Club 
schools for the disadvantaged, and teaching. He became a 
mission volunteer in 1999, at the age of 65. Since 2003 
Sue has visited North Korea 6 times a year and runs a 
program to feed thousands of young children soybean milk 
and bread in the north.  

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    
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Recent Pastoral Changes 
(Committee on Ministry Action Items)  

CONGRATULATIONS…  
…to David Koehler who was ordained at Seven Springs PC 
in New Port Richey on January 20, 2008. David has 
accepted a call as Co-Pastor of two churches in Pennsyl-
vania – Beechwoods Presbyterian Church in Falls Creek 
and Sugar Hill Presbyterian Church in Brockaway. 
 
CHANGES  WITHIN  OUR  PRESBYTERY…  
…Rev. Ginny Ellis began a new ministry as Interim 
Associate Pastor at Northwood PC of Clearwater on 
February 15. 
…Rev. John Harris began ministering as Interim Pastor of 
Hope PC of Clearwater on February 11. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

    

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Prayer Requests 
 
In addition to the above churches, please pray for: 
- Marilyn Cummings following the death of her mother, 

Arlene Hunsicker, in early February. Marilyn is Chaplain 
and Coordinator of Pastoral Care for St. Joseph’s 
Children’s Hospital in Tampa. 

- Jack & Claudia Alwood following the recent death of her 
mother on February 2. Jack is pastor of Bethel PC in 
Clearwater. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Interesting… 
(From Rev. Rich Dennis, Palm Harbor PC) 

 
What do you get if you re-arrange the letters of 
PRESBYTERIAN? (Go ahead…try to figure it out 
before looking!)......Give up??  You get BEST IN PRAYER!  
(You’re going to have to magnify the answer to 
see what it says.) 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry News 
(submitted by Dave Moore, Executive Director) 

 
We are beginning an interior remodeling of our building. 
The areas that currently house our small thrift store and 
media center/large classroom, are soon to be completely 
remodeled. This, coupled with our completed total renova-
ion of the bathrooms, will give the building a totally new 
look inside. From having opportunities for three people, 
the new bathrooms now can accommodate nine at the 
same time, including a separate restroom with handi-
capped facilities. These changes come about as the result 
of a very generous grant we received for these projects. 
 
Summer program planning is in the final stages as we 
prepare for another exciting summer here in Wimauma. 
Camp scholarships are once again available with donations 
of $50. Checks should be made payable to Beth-El Farm-
worker Ministry at PO Box 860, Wimauma, FL 33598. 
 
Misión Peniel, our renamed ministry in Immokalee, con-
tinues to grow under the leadership of Pastor Miguel 
Estrada. We are completing our third month in a rental 
location within the Hispanic section of Immokalee. Volun-
teer groups have been present every Friday this year and 
are currently scheduled through the end of March. Keep 
the ministry and Pastor Miguel in your prayers. 
 
Be on the lookout for a date in the fall for an Open House 
in both Wimauma and Immokalee! 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Retirement Living Grants Available 
 
Honorable Service Grants are available to eligible retired 
ministers, missionaries, Christian educators, spouses or 
surviving spouses for use at Westminster Communities of 
Florida.  For more information, please call Suzanne Ujcic at 
1-800-948-1881 or you may visit their website at www. 
westminsterretirement.com. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Cedarkirk Seeks Executive Director 
 
The Presbyteries of Tampa Bay and Peace River are seek-
ing an Executive Director to lead the Cedarkirk Camp and 
Conference Center. This beautiful center is located on 170 
acres along the Alafia River in Lithia. 
 
Required skills include leadership, strategic vision, oral and 
written communications, relationship nurturing amongst 
stakeholders, operations management, staff management, 
grant writing, and promotion of joyful Christian living.  The 
candidate shall also be an active and committed member 
of the PC(USA). A complete CIF is located at www.pcusa. 
org. You may also wish to visit www.cedarkirk.com.   
 
Send PIF or questions to, directorsearch@cedarkirk.com. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

 Please pray for the following 
 churches this month: 

Church of the Reconciler, Clearwater 
Highland Presbyterian Church, Clearwater (Largo) 

Hope Presbyterian Church, Clearwater 
Northwood Presbyterian Church, Clearwater 

Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church, Clearwater 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Clearwater 
First Presbyterian Church, Crystal River 

First Presbyterian Church, Dade City 
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From Our Justice & Peacemaking Committee 
 
COMMITMENT  TO  PEACEMAKING:  In the 1980's and 
early 1990's, 38 churches in the Tampa Bay Presbytery 
adopted the denomination-wide Commitment to Peace-
making. Many years have passed and, undoubtedly, some 
of those folks involved then may not be here now. 
Unfortunately, that peace emphasis may not now be “on 
the front burner” of your present-day concerns. Fortu-
nately, other new members and friends have arrived in our 
congregations, but they may not know anything about this 
document called “Commitment to Peacemaking (CtP).” 
 
So, for the past year or so a renewed emphasis on the CtP 
has been promoted – both for first-time churches to 
consider adopting the peace statements and for those who 
signed a commitment 20+ years ago to renew their state-
ment. Several churches have requested, and received, 
updated literature which explains all aspects of this 
valuable program. Hopefully, some Sessions are discussing 
such steps.  

• Is yours one of them?  
• Does your church have the current information? 
• Is someone examining that literature for presentation?  

If not, contact Mitch Webb at the Presbytery 
Office for the current literature. 

 
Here are a few of the sentences in our letter to churches in 
May, 2007 – “These resources include an introduction to 
Presbyterian Peacemaking, a conversation starter for 
Sessions, a copy of the Commitment to Peacemaking for 
your congregation to study and sign, and worship 
materials to recognize the commitment made.” Please, 
we would like to hear from you! 
 
LEST WE FORGET---to pray for Peace: It is estimated 
that 40 Americans and 554 Iraqi security forces and civil-
ians died in January, 2008. The total Americans killed is 
nearing 4,000. A reminder in one Presbyterian Church bul-
letin, “We pray for peace in the world and in the hearts of 
all people.” Are you doing that, too? Regularly? Bless you! 
 
PEACE  ADVOCATES  SOUGHT: At Super Saturday on 
February 2nd at Palma Ceia Church in Tampa, about 50 
people accepted Peace Advocate literature from a roving 
publicist (with a red sandwich board sign). Thanks for your 
receptivity. It was a cover letter that explains the Peace 
Advocate program in the Presbytery – plus an Application 
Form for those enlisted to serve.  
 
Currently there are 16 Advocates in 12 churches…a good 
start. Please join their ranks. For your information, contact 
PhilLersch@verizon.net. 
 

QUOTE: “Nonviolence doesn’t always work – but 
violence never does.” Madge Michaels-Cyrus 

 
For further information on our Justice & Peacemaking 
Committee, send an email to peace@pbty.com. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 

Super Saturday for Education 

“Growing in Faith  
In the Garden of God” 

August 22-23, 2008  
Featuring Rev. Donald Griggs! 

 
Rev. Griggs is an ordained PC(USA) Minister of Word  and 
Sacrament, who has authored/co-authored more than 20 
books in the field of Christian Education, including the 
highly successful “Bible From Scratch” and “Teaching 
Teachers to Teach.” He has served on the editorial board 
of Kerygma since 1982, was APCE Educator of the Year in 
1993, and is former Professor of Christian Education at 
Union-PSCE. 
 
Workshops will include, “Tending the Garden: Growing a 
Quality Faith-Based Preschool”  “Weeding the Garden: 
Evaluating Curriculum for Use in the Church”  “New Tools 
for Your Garden: Resources Galore!”  “Growing in Cyber-
space: Using On-Line Resources in Christian Education”  
“Spiritual Growth”  “Women’s Ministry” …and much more!! 
 
Watch our website and future issues of this newsletter for 
more information, brochure, and registration form. 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

Job Opportunity at Montreat Conference 
Center in North Carolina 

 
The Board of Directors at Montreat Conference Center has 
selected a search committee to begin the process of 
finding the institution’s next president. The search 
committee includes Mary Scott (KK) Cooper, an elder and 
member of Palma Ceia PC in Tampa. People interested in 
being considered for the position may send their Personal 
Information Form (PIF) or resumes to the attention of 
Libby Baldwin, Executive Assistant to the President, 
Montreat Conference Center, PO Box 969, Montreat, NC 
28757. Montreat is one of three national conference 
centers of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~    

    

“Mom’s in the kitchen reminding herself 
that I’m a blessing from above.” 
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The Presbytery of Tampa Bay 
4704 Kelly Road 

Tampa, FL 33615 
Phone: (813) 868-4800; (800) 733-7889 

www.presbyteryoftampabay.com 
 

Moderator 
Craig Miller, cmiller@fhpc.fdn.com  

 
Vice Moderator 

Helen Huntley Stambaugh, hhsgator@gmail.com  
 

Executive Presbyter 
Gerry Tyer, gtyer@pbty.com 

 
Associate Exec. for Mission 

Susan Snedeker-Meier, ssmeier@pbty.com 
 

Associate Exec for Nurture 
Mary McKey, mmckey@pbty.com 

 
Stated Clerk 

Norm Hatter, clerk@pbty.com 
 

Office/Financial Manager 
Cheryl Valdebenito, Cheryl@pbty.com 

 
Resource Center Librarian 

Leslee Kirkconnell, tampaprc@pbty.com 
 

Administrative Assistants 
Karen Porter, kporter@pbty.com 
Mitch Webb, mwebb@pbty.com 

 
Assistant Librarian/Receptionist 
Carol Walker, cwalker@pbty.com 

Presbytery Committees 
 

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry, Inc.  
Contact Dave Moore, Executive Dir., dave@beth-el.info 

 
Bills & Overtures 

Chair: James Welch, JamesSWelchJr@verizon.net 
 

Camps & Conferences 
Contact Mark Orendorf or John Reiter,  

Acting Co-Directors at Cedarkirk 
mark@cedarkirk.com or john@cedarkirk.com 

 
Committee on Ministry  

Chair: Ken Gruebel, stmarksken@verizon.net 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
Chair: Joy Laughridge, joy_woodcock@hotmail.com 

 
Council 

Chair: Jean Cooley, revsbjcooley@earthlink.net 
 

Education 
Chair: Tim Black, tim@fpcbrandon.org 

 
Evangelism & Church Development 

Chair: Geoff Kohler, geoff@palmaceia.org 
 

Investigating Committee 
Contact Norm Hatter, clerk@pbty.com 

 
Mission Outreach & Funding 

Chair: Dave Moore, dave@beth-el.info 
 

Nominating 
Chair: Carol Cagwin, ccagwin@knology.net 

 
Permanent Judicial Commission 

Chair: Emily Peacock, peacockea@aol.com 
 

Personnel 
Chair: Kevin Morris, ministerfirstpres@embarqmail.com 

 
Professional Support 

Co-Chairs: Ray Spigarelli, rspigar1@tampabay.rr.com 
Phyllis Keith, phmke422@tampabay.rr.com 

 
Representation 

Chair: Kitty Rawson, eandk@tampabay.rr.com  
 

Response Coordination 
Contact Gerry Tyer, gtyer@pbty.com 

 
Stewardship 

Chair: Sue Moore, jadeandsue@yahoo.com 
 

Trustees 
President: Gordon Bowles, gbowles630@aol.com 

 
 

Periodically the Nominating Committee is looking for 
folks to fill positions on our committees. If you’re 
interested in serving on any of the above committees, 
please contact Mary McKey, Associate Executive for 
Nurture, at 813-868-4800, mmckey@pbty.com. 

This newsletter is available for 
viewing anytime at 

www.presbyteryoftampabay.com 
(follow link to “News Updates”). 

If you’d like to be removed from this  
newsletter list, please send an email  

with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line  
to kporter@pbty.com. 


